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Thinking ahead about...
Advent and Christmas
Closing Devotions
The candles are lit
THE GATHERING
As the darkness falls and the shadows grow….
Come, Lord Jesus.
When we are tired and weary and longing for rest….
Come, Lord Jesus.
While the business of the world goes on
and
 when there is no silence….
Come, Lord Jesus.
Whenever we meet together to curse the darkness
and
 to light a flame for justice….
Come, Lord Jesus.
While we cannot find your peace in the world
and
 long for your blessing….
Come, Lord Jesus.
As we join in the great circle of prayer with all your saints….
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
BIBLE READING
John 8.12
Jesus spoke to the Pharisees, saying, 
‘ I
 am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.’
Silence is kept
PRAYERS
Lord Jesus Christ,
we
 have gathered for prayer 
as
 the day is nearly over.
Though we cannot see you before us,
enlighten
 the eyes of our hearts,
that
 we may recognise your presence
and
 know that you are with us,
and
 will stay beside us,
this
 night and for evermore. Amen.
Silence is kept
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Lord Jesus Christ
,
Be with those for whom we are particularly concerned this evening...
those
 who are in great need of your presence. 
May your light surround 
them,
 
may
 your love be their support 
and
 may your life flow through them. Amen.
A silence is kept
O Prince of Peace
We pray for peace among the nations,
for
 the unity of the Church,
and
 for the healing of our hearts.
We pray for justice in business and in government,
for
 true community in the Church,
and
 for goodness in all our deeds and words.
We pray for food and drink for the hungry,
And for rescu
e for those in peril and danger.
Let my prayer be counted as incense before you,
and
 the lifting up of my hands
as
 an evening sacrifice.
We pray these and all our prayers
in
 the name of Christ. Amen.
T
HE BLESSING
The blessing of God 
be
 yours:
the
 God who makes the darkness light,
the
 Saviour who is light to the world,
the
 Spirit who brings us peace,
this
 night and always.
Amen.
The candles are extinguished
------------------------------------------------
--------------------------
Sources- 
 Worship 
from 
The 
URC: Evening 
Prayers
Bible Text – New International Version
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
) (
Lord Jesus Christ
,
Be with those for whom we are particularly concerned this evening...
those
 who are in great need of your presence. 
May your light surround 
them,
 
may
 your love be their support 
and
 may your life flow through them. Amen.
A silence is kept
O Prince of Peace
We pray for peace among the nations,
for
 the unity of the Church,
and
 for the healing of our hearts.
We pray for justice in business and in government,
for
 true community in the Church,
and
 for goodness in all our deeds and words.
We pray for food and drink for the hungry,
And for rescu
e for those in peril and danger.
Let my prayer be counted as incense before you,
and
 the lifting up of my hands
as
 an evening sacrifice.
We pray these and all our prayers
in
 the name of Christ. Amen.
THE BLESSING
The blessing of God 
be
 yours:
the
 God who makes the darkness light,
the
 Saviour who is light to the world,
the
 Spirit who brings us peace,
this
 night and always.
Amen.
The candles are extinguished
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sources-
Worship 
from 
The URC: Evening Prayers
Bible Text – New International Version
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
)

















