ESTHER – A SKETCH by Terry Barker

A GIRL SITS HUMMING TO HERSELF READING A PIECE OF PAPER
MAGNIFYING GLASS: That’s a pretty tune. What is it? 
GIRL:  Thanks, I am trying to learn the words to a song.
MG:  Are you a pop star?
GIRL: (Laughing) No, I’m in a play at school and I have to sing
MG:  Do you think I could be singer in your play? (Sings something really off key)
GIRL:  I think you need a bit of practice.
MG:  Perhaps you are right. What is the play?
GIRL:  Actually it’s a pantomime.
MG:  Oh no it isn’t!
GIRL: Oh yes it is!
MG: Oh no (Thinks better of continuing)..er….. so, have you got a big part?
GIRL:  Yes, I play the lead.
MG: Do you have a lovely costume to wear?
GIRL: Oh yes, it’s lovely. Blue, with lots of lace and a sticky out skirt.
MG: When do you put the show on?
GIRL: In a couple of weeks.
MG:  Are you nervous?
GIRL: A bit, I’ve never done anything like this before.
MG: I’m sure you will be great. Who else is in the play?
GIRL: It’s a class project so most of my friends are in the play with me.
MG:  You don’t look very happy about that! Why are you not happier?
GIRL:  Well, my best friend is not in the show. She’ll come and cheer me on and she’s helping me learn my lines, but it’s not the same as being part of it all, is it? 
MG: Is she in the same class as you? Why hasn’t she got a part to play?
GIRL:  She has got a stutter and the teacher says she can’t be in it.
MG:  That sounds a bit harsh! Is she disappointed?
GIRL:  She is a bit, but she is kind of used to it, and it’s true that when she’s nervous she finds it more difficult to talk. Some kids make fun of her then and that makes it worse.
MG; They’re not very kind, are they? 
GIRL:  I know but I just don’t know how to make it better for her.
MG:  I bet having you as a friend makes it better for her already. What is she good at?
GIRL: She is very good at art. You should see her painting! 
MG: Well, why can’t she help with painting the scenery for the play? 
GIRL:  That’s a good idea, the older kids are doing that.
MG:  Could she join them?  
GIRL: I guess she could. Mind you, they can be a bit scary. They’re a lot older than us. 
MG: You go with her then, when she goes to ask them if she can help, Support her like she supports you.
GIRL:  Great idea, thanks. Oh and by the way have you ever thought of taking some singing lessons!
MG:  (Indignant)  Charming! 
